
For many of us, 2020 has been a strange year. Across the world people 

have been forced into hibernation trying to stop COVID-19 spreading and 

wreaking havoc on our population. Pubs have had to close, offices have been 

moved into people’s kitchens, the world as we know it truly ground to a halt. 

The same cannot be said for global conservation work. Many projects both big and small have had to work

more fiercely than ever to continue protecting our natural world. This is largely due to the fact that in many

developing countries pressure on natural resources has increased because communities have lost their jobs,

livelihoods and income. This has put incredible financial pressure on grass-roots conservation projects, which

is why we decided that now is the time to grow One Planet Conservation Awareness and gain much-needed

support from likeminded people around the globe.

Since the beginning of lockdown, we have been working non-stop to get ready for our new adventure. We

have put together a network of conservation projects from around the world who can come together to

share stories, solutions and fundraising opportunities. Our job at OPCA is to connect our audience to our

network of projects, to bring conservation fieldwork into people’s lives, and to inspire a new generation to

protect the wonders of our natural world. We have created an exciting new website where there are already

some amazing videos to showcase our crucial work.

Our stimulating interview series allows our audience to really see what conservation means, with regular

chats with leading experts in their specific fields of conservation. We are also in the process of launching a

collection of fundraisers to help the different projects in our network recover from the backlash of COVID-19. 

We cannot wait to share this journey with you. For regular updates follow our monthly newsletter, join our

YouTube channel for the latest interviews and you can keep up to date with our social media platforms on

Facebook and Twitter to hear stories and find out how to help support our network. We are grateful to have

you all on board and we’re ready to explore the wonderful world of conservation with you.

Welcome to the first edition of the OPCA Newsletter. We

aim to provide you with monthly updates to enable our

network of projects to reach a wider and more diverse

audience. In each issue we will be presenting you with

the latest news and progress of projects within our

network, along with updates on what OPCA has been up

to. We will be focusing on conservation success stories

in the hope that, at a time where the global climate crisis

seems insurmountable, we can shed light on a positive

future for our planet’s valuable ecosystems.
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE SUNDA PANGOLIN OF BORNEO

We now have greater optimism for the future of the Sunda pangolin in

Borneo. Pangolin are the most heavily trafficked mammal on the

planet. An estimated 100,000 are trafficked each year to China and

Vietnam. They are bought and sold for their scales, meat, and blood.

Pangolin scales and parts are ingredients in nearly 500 prescriptions in

traditional Chinese medicine, many of which date back centuries. Their

scales are made of keratin, the same substance that makes up our hair

and fingernails. There is no credible evidence to suggest that it has

any medicinal value.

The Chinese government in Beijing has promised to bring in reforms to

control the wildlife trade. This could mean a falling demand for the

illegal trade of many wild animals like the Sunda pangolin, ultimately

resulting in less poaching within its strongholds in Borneo. 

Initiatives within Borneo to protect the pangolin are now better

organised and funded than ever. 1StopBorneoWildlife are a part of our

One Planet Conservation Awareness network and they are doing their

best to apprehend more poachers and sellers. They conduct physical

rescues of poached animals whilst contributing to initiatives to develop

conservation awareness and report illegal poaching of this species.  

The flow is in the right direction.

Perhaps now, thanks to projects like

1Stop Borneo, pangolins have a

brighter future. But we must not be

complacent; much more needs to be

done and we must have more people

and stakeholders working together

for the common cause. We must be

ready to deal with any issues offered

by global events beyond Borneo, for

example the impacts of changes in

Chinese government policy, the

COVID-19 pandemic and climate

change. 

Better awareness and enforcement

of protection laws will ultimately

lead to the salvation of this species. 

“I myself am leading various wildlife rescues on Borneo, either physically leading them to safe locations or having a network

of rescuers in different cities and towns on Borneo. We advise and guide them the

best way to release pangolins. In places for example in Sabah we mostly collaborate with the Wildlife Rescue Unit and give

them information leading to rescues whenever appropriate. We have successfully conducted 137 rescues in Borneo with

recorded details and photographs of each operation up to November 2020.” – Shavez Cheema, 1StopBorneo

PANGOLIN FACTSHEET

Pangolins live in hollow trees or burrows (depending on the species)

and most are nocturnal. Their diet consists of mainly ants and

termites, using their strong front claws to rip into the mounds and

long tongues to gather their prey. Some species also climb trees to

reach ant nests. They spend most of their life 

as solitary animals, only meeting to mate. 

There are 4 species found in Asia, and a 

further 4 found in sub-Saharan Africa.

Conservation status: Critically endangered 

Population size: No reliable population estimates, in decline

Distribution: South East Asia

Size: Head-body length of 40–65 cm, tail length 35–56 cm

Weight: Up to 10kg

Predators: humans, tigers, and the clouded leopard

DID YOU KNOW?

The name pangolin comes

from the Malay word

pengguling, meaning 

"one who rolls up"

SUNDA PANGOLIN (Manis javanica)



SAVING THE MOUNTAIN GORILLA

Bwindi Development Network (BDN) promotes wildlife

conservation in The Bwindi Impenetrable National Park

(BINP), where more than half of the world’s remaining

Mountain Gorilla population is found. 

At our centre we have been giving lectures on the

ecological importance of Mountain Gorilla and other

wildlife conservation. We have also been encouraging

community engagement in conservation and

development. A sizeable part of our education

programme is introducing traditional poaching methods

to the tourists, students, and children, opening their eyes

to the cruelty of poachers and fuelling their passion for

conservation.  

Ultimately, we want to stop the poaching of Mountain Gorilla in the BINP.

To achieve this, we offer local people education and a vital role as a

park ranger, where they can become guardians of the forest they once

exploited. This sustainable income often has far-reaching effects on the

local communities; former poachers have become advocates of the

forest encouraging the future generations to care for and protect their

environment. Unfortunately, the current global pandemic has put a halt

to our eco-tourism, which is where a large portion of our income derives.

We are already seeing increased poacher presence within the park. But

we believe our project has shifted the attitude of many local

communities towards forest conservation. Many people now understand

the long-term implications and benefits of protecting species such as the

Mountain Gorilla. 

An update from Alex Ngabirano at the Bwindi Development Network

 “Guardians of the forest they once exploited"

Recently we have been engaging Bwindi

local schools in wildlife conservation. This

is of paramount importance in the fight

against biodiversity loss. By educating

the children on the importance of the

Bwindi forest ecosystems, we hope to

gain their imagination and enthusiasm

for wildlife conservation.

Alone we are unable to reach a wide audience, we are grateful for the international

partnerships we have received from One Planet Conservation Awareness.

Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla beringei beringei)



THE PROBLEM OF PALM OIL

Up to 300 football fields of

forest are cleared every hour

to make room for palm

plantations.

·      
Clearing one hectare of peat

forest can release 6,000

tonnes of carbon dioxide. For

reference, Indonesia has

currently cleared around six

million hectares of tropical peat

forest.

In the past 10 years, the orangutan

population has decreased by over

50 percent as a result of habitat

loss from deforestation for palm

plantations.

In 2012, the UK Government set a goal for 100% of the palm oil used in the UK

to be from sustainable sources that don’t harm nature or people. In 2016, 75%

of the total palm oil imports to the UK were sustainable. This is solid

progress but a country such as the UK should be setting a far better example

and hitting the 100% mark sooner rather than later. Realistically even

sustainably produced palm oil will still be contributing to habitat loss, to fix this

problem we must look to alternatives. 

The positive news on palm oil is that the public are becoming more aware of

the negative implications of palm oil production. More people are opting for

products that don’t contain palm oil or they are alternately sourcing more

sustainable oils instead. This increased awareness is reducing demand and

subsequently reducing pressure on the natural environment. We hope to see a

positive correlation in the numbers of endangered populations recovering

too. 

If you're interested in how you can have a positive impact in areas where palm

oil plantations are fragmenting and destroying habitat, watch out for our

upcoming fundraiser with Plant4Hornbills. The project is looking for

donations so they can plant native fig trees for their latest corridor project. The

aim of this project is to connect four patches of forests that have been

fragmented by palm oil plantations. This will enable an array of species, from

the Borneo Elephant to Pangolin to move freely through continuous habitat.

Stay tuned for more information.

Positive News On Palm Oil

DID YOU KNOW?


